Preserve Cougar Mountain’s De Leo Wall Trails, Viewpoints, and Habitat!
 

The save De Leo Wall campaign to prevent imminent clearcutting continues…
Partnering with the nearby cities and the broader community, the goal is a public-private partnership to purchase the property as permanent open space.
De Leo Wall, a regional landmark, is a unique geological feature on the south side of Cougar Mountain. It is contiguous to Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park.  At an elevation of 900 feet, the De Leo Wall Trails offer panoramic views of May Valley and our state’s iconic Mount Rainier.

The hillside and almost-vertical "wall" are home to many animals, birds (including bald eagles), and 80+ year old trees such as Cedars, Douglas Firs, Madronas and Maples.  Continued…
Streams flow to May Creek and its associated wetlands. This is an opportunity for linking Cougar Mountain recreational trails with those of the cities of Newcastle, Renton and rural King County.  This would connect recreational trails and wildlife corridors between Cougar Mountain and May Valley and ultimately Newcastle’s and Renton’s trail network to Lake Washington and the Cedar River.
​
The owners of the De Leo Wall property applied for a forest harvest permit to Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Hundreds of residents submitted comments to the DNR.  The cities of Renton and Newcastle and King County voiced concerns regarding logging and the potential loss of this amenity. 
A Huge thanks to all those who voiced strong objections to DNR.  However, timber harvest regulations are much less onerous than development regulations, so therefore DNR approved the application. 
​The Save De Leo Wall Campaign is supporting efforts by the City of Newcastle to delay logging with the ultimate goal of preserving the property as open space. If the property can be acquired then the clear cut logging impacts to trails, streams, habitat, wetlands, and riparian zones will be avoided. The hazards of erosion and runoff into the May Creek and possible slash fires will be eliminated.  
Please email us at savedeleowall@gmail.com to offer your assistance.  Ultimately we will need additional citizen support such as financial and in-kind-donations.  We will need volunteers to place signs, contact friends, family and organizations and to 
lobby our various elected cities, county and state officials.

You can follow us on Facebook or check out www.savedeleowall.org for updates.
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